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¶ How can I meet other parents with kids like 

mine? 

 

¶ How can I help support and expand gifted 

and talented education programs in my 

childõs school? 

 

¶ How do parent groups help families with 

gifted children? 

 

¶ What does the state law say about gifted 

identification and service?  

 

¶ How do other parents deal with social and 

emotional issues at home and at school? 

 

¶ How can I find enrichment activities for my 

child outside of school? 

 

¶ How can I learn about what is happening in 

gifted education in Ohio? 

You Have Questions...  

We Have Answers!  

PARENT DIVISION 

For More Information, contact The Parent Division Chair: 
parent1@oagc.com ,Voicemail: 614-337-0386 

www.oagc.com 

For more information, visit www.oagc.com 

1 

What to Expect... 

 

A Handbook for Parents and Guardians 
of Gifted Children 
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Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

Welcome to the world of gifted education! Our childrenôs 

academic and intellectual future will be shaped considerably 

by their schoolsô gifted services and participation in local, 

regional, state and national gifted educational options. 

 

As parents and guardians of some of Ohioôs brightest, we 

need to be major players in our childrenôs education. You 

can take the first step toward becoming more involved in 

your childôs future by joining OAGC. Contact OAGC at 614-

337-0386 or visit our website at www.oagc.com. We believe 

that every child, including the gifted, deserves an appropriate 

education. 

 

The second step is to take an active role in supporting gifted 

education. Advocacy for improved gifted educational oppor-

tunities in Ohio works at all levels: local (classroom, build-

ing, and district), regional and state. 

 

Gifted teachers often tell us that parent involvement is pow-

erful. When families join to advocate for stronger and more 

comprehensive gifted education, school officials listen. 

 

Let your voice be heard! 

 

Written by Ohio parents and gifted educators, What to Ex-

pectéWhen Youôre Parenting a Gifted Child is designed to 

offer help as you enter the realm of gifted education with 

your child. We look forward to your involvement as a part-

ner in our efforts to better serve Ohioôs gifted children. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Parent Division 
 

Ohio Association for Gifted Children 

A Message from OAGC  

For more information, visit www.oagc.com 
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Suggestions for  

Parent/Teacher Conferences  

Before the meeting: 

¶ Set a goal for the meeting 

¶ Plan what youôll say and what questions 
to ask 

¶ Gather examples of student work from 

home  (2-3 pieces for each subject area 

you wish to address) 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER  
 

P  For you before the meeting: 

¶ Does my childôs work at home surpass the classroom assignments? 

 For the teacher: 

¶ Is it possible for my child to read a different book than the others?  éto 

write a report in a different way?   é..to do an independent project in 

an area of interest? 

¶ What do you do to help a child expand beyond what he knows already? 
 

P  For you before the meeting:  

¶ Is my child achieving his or her best in school? 

For the teacher: 

¶ How do you help students who arenôt succeeding at the level of their 

ability? 

¶ What other district resources are available in the school day? é.beyond 

the school day? 

¶ My child learns best while using (art, her body, math, etcé.) ï could 

she do more hands-on work? 
 

P  For you before the meeting: 

¶ Does my child seem happy at school? 

For the teacher: 

¶ Does my child seem positive, 

productive, creative, and respect-

ful at school? 

  

P  For you before the meeting: 

¶ Do I know what this teacher expects in the classroom? 

For the teacher: 

¶ What do you think my child needs help with? 

¶ What can I do to help? 
 

Adapted with permission from Joan Franklin Smutnyôs Stand Up for Your Gifted Child , Free Spirit 
Publishing, Minneapolis, MN, 2000. 

At the Meeting 

¶ Begin on a positive note 

¶ Build a partnerhsip 

¶ Get to the point 

¶ Listen carefully 

¶ Seek consensus 

¶ Get your questions answered 

¶ Follow up within a month 

Ongoing  

communication with  

schools and teachers is important 

 for a childôs success. Most parents 

find it helpful to keep accurate  

records of conversations,  

meetings and decisions. 

For more information, visit www.oagc.com 
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The Parent Division of the Ohio Association 

for Gifted Children (OAGC) is pleased to 

provide you with a copy of What to Ex-

pectéWhen Youôre Parenting a Gifted 

Child.  

 

The purpose of this booklet is to provide 

parents with information about: 

 

¶ How giftedness is identified 

¶ The characteristics of gifted chil-

dren 

¶ Educational strategies 

¶ Advocacy methods  

¶ Extracurricular learning options 

that may be appropriate for your 

child 

 

If you would like additional information or 

additional copies of What to ExpectéWhen 

Youôre Parenting a Gifted Child, go to our 

website www.oagc.com or contact OAGC 

by mail at:  

 

P.O. Box 30801  

Gahanna, OH, 43230 

or by phone at 614-337-0386. 

 

The Ohio Association for Gifted Children 

 

Welcome!  
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 In 1984 the Ohio General Assembly enacted legislation requiring school dis-

tricts to identify gifted children. However, Ohio school districts were not required to 

provide specialized educational services to children who have been identified as gifted.  

 In 1999, the identification law was updated to standardize the identification 

process across districts as well as to provide more rights to parents and children. The 

law now requires school districts to notify parents if their children are identified as 

gifted. School districts are also required to assess gifted children at a parentôs request. 

They are still not required to provide services.  For more detailed information on the 

law, please visit our website at http://www.oagc.com/?q=rulelaw.  

 In Ohio, a child can be identified in one or more of the following categories: 

Defining Giftedness in Ohio  

The Ohio Department of Education has established criteria to identify children in each 

of these four areas. Your local school district may have additional identification criteria 

for entrance into your schoolôs program for gifted students.  For additional information 

regarding the identification of gifted children: 

 

¶ Ask your local Gifted Specialist or Gifted Coordinator about your districtôs 

identification process, procedures and services plan. 

¶ Contact Ohioôs Consultants for Gifted Children in the Center for Exceptional 

Children of the Ohio Department of Education at (614) 466-2650. 

 

Superior Cognitive Ability  
Child has general intellectual ability that 

is consistently superior to that of other 

children in the school é.to the 

extent that he/she needs and can 

profit from specially planned 

educational services beyond 

those normally provided by the 

standard school curriculum.  

 

Specific Academic Ability 
Child has an aptitude in a spe-

cific subject area that is consis-

tently superior to the aptitudes 

of other children in the 

school...to the extent that he/she needs 

and can profit from specially planned 

educational services beyond those nor-

mally provided by the standard school 

curriculum.  Ohio law specifies reading 

and/or writing, math, science and social 

studies, as specific academic areas. 

Visual and/or Performing Arts Ability 
Child demonstrates consistently out-

standing aesthetic production in graphic 

arts, sculpture, music, theatre 

or dance. é.to the extent that 

he/she needs and can profit 

from specially planned educa-

tional services beyond those 

normally provided by the 

standard school curriculum.  

Some artistically gifted stu-

dents learn best through the 

arts. 

 

Creative Thinking Ability  
Child consistently engages in divergent 

thinking that results in unconventional 

responses to conventional tasks. é.to the 

extent that he/she needs and can profit 

from specially planned educational ser-

vices beyond those normally provided by 

the standard school curriculum.  

For more information, visit www.oagc.com 
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Prufrock Press 

www.prufrock.com 

 

Gifted Psychology Press 

www.giftedpsychologypress.com 

 

Free Spirit Publishing 

www.freespirit.com  

 

Pieces of Learning 

www.piecesoflearning.com 

 

 

 
Resources listed are not necessarily endorsed by the Ohio Association for Gifted Children. This list is not a 

complete listing of resources appropriate for parents or gifted children. 

Catalogs Catering to Gifted Education 

 

ACT College Entrance Exam  
www.act.org 

 

Buros Institute of Mental Measurements  
www.unl.edu/buros/bimm/index.html  

Contains information on specific tests and assessments. 

 

Eric Clearinghouse on Testing and Evaluation  
www.ericae.net 

Information on testing research and evaluation. 

 

SAT College Entrance Exam  
www.collegeboard.org 

 

ODE: Chart of Approved Assessment Instruments  

for Gifted Screening and Identification 
www.ode.state.oh.us    

Search for óChart of Approved Assessment Instruments for Gifted Screening and 

Identification.ô 

Websites with Testing Information 

Gifted Education Press 

www.giftedpress.com/ 

 

Mindware 

www.mindwareonline.com 

 

Amazon Books 

www.amazon.com 
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Visit our website to join 

online, or fill out this card 

and send with your mem-

bership fee. Make check 

payable to OAGC and 

mail to: 

OAGC  
P.O. Box 30801  

Gahanna, OH 43230 
For more information:  

(614) 337-0386 

www.oagc.com 

 

 

Gifted children need stimulation and 

challenge to continue to grow.  

Through Parent Division membership 

you will find a forum where your ques-

tions and concerns about your child can 

be addressed.  Your support of this 

organization also helps to realize the 

dream of challenging every child so that 

no child is left behind. 
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Connect Locally and 

Statewide  

We learn from one another.  Our network 

of parent affiliate groups shares informa-

tion and successes.  We can help you find 

a group in your area or give you resources 

for starting one.  Through regional events, 

our network helps neighboring districts 
share information and resources.  

Get Involved  

The OAGC Parent Division Council 

meets four times each year, generally at 

the OAGC Office, 501 Morrison Road, 

Gahanna, OH 43230.   

Representatives from every OAGC 

affiliate group and other interested 

parents come together to work on 

issues of concern to you.   

New parents are always welcome.   
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Understanding Terms in Gifted Education  

An understanding of the terms and phrases used by educators and other parents of 

gifted children will help you with a beginning gifted education vocabulary. 

Achievement Tests are a way to measure 

your childôs intellectual 

achievement. These tests 

are measures of ñschool 

learning.ò Most report 

scores in typical classroom 

subjects like reading, math 

and science. Examples: 

Iowa Test of Achievement 

and Stanford Binet.   

 

Aptitude/Intelligence Tests 
are a way to measure a childôs abilities in 

abstract thinking, reasoning and speed of 

response. These types of assessments indi-

cate a childôs potential. Example: WISC-

III and CogAT.  Go to 

www.ode.state.oh.us and search for óChart 

of Approved Assessment Instruments for 

Gifted Screening and Identificationô for a 

complete list. 

 

Percentile Rank is an indicator of how  

your childôs performance on a given as-

sessment compares to other children tak-

ing the same assessment. For example, a 

percentile rank of 98 means that a childôs 

performance equaled or excelled that of 98 

out of each 100 children in his/her age or 

grade group (depending on which com-

parison was made). 

 

Value-Added Analysis is a statistical 

method used to measure the academic 

progress of individual students and groups 

of students from year to year.  This 

method of measuring school quality esti-

mates the academic growth for individual 

students, using all test information in each 

studentôs test history.  School quality is 

measured based on how much academic 

growth schools facilitate in their stu-

dents, no matter where 

their students start the 

year.  This progress  

measure provides a fairer 

comparison of school ef-

fectiveness across geo-

graphic and demographic 

factors than traditional 

achievement measures.  

For more on Value-Added 

Assessment  go  to 

www.oagc.com and search for ñValue 

Added.ò 

 

Gifted Coordinator Every district in the 

state has a Gifted Coordinator or portion 

of a Coordinator position. Ask your dis-

trict who this person is. Some Coordina-

tors are shared by more than one district, 

especially in rural areas, and are based in 

regional Educational Service Centers. 

 

Gifted Specialist or Enrichment Special-
ist These staff are hired by districts or 

Educational Service Centers to provide 

direct service to gifted students. A pre-

dominance of their time should be spent 

in direct contact with students. 

 

State Funded Units are provided by the 

State Department of Education to support 

educational services for gifted learners. 

The state regulates the number of stu-

dents who can be served and in what 

manner they may be served. This type of 

funding may be changed in the next few 

years. 

 

Locally Funded Units are provided by the 

local school district to support educa-
(Continued on page 6) 

 


